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DECEIVED. 



OCT 1 o 2002 



The Honorable Commissioner for Patents 



GROUP 3600 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed in the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. Copies of the listed references 
are enclosed. 

Applicants submit these references so that the Patent and Trademark Office may determine 
any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. It is respectfully requested that the listed references 
be formally considered during the prosecution of this application, be made of record herein, and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue herefrom. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3), applicants note that non-English language reference DE 
334 29 21 is of record in cited commonly owned U.S. Patents Nos. 6,412,679 and 6,419,136. Non- 
English language references FR 2583729 Al and FR 277 1620 A 1 were recently cited in a European 
search report issued in an application corresponding to below-referenced application Serial No. 
09/435,718. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, and without waiver of confidentiality, applicants hereby advise 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) of the following co-pending commonly owned 
divisional of the present application: 



Serial Number : l 0/092*350 



Attorney Docket No.: 000242.00105 



Serial No. 1 0/2 1 1 ,280 entitled "Apparatus and Methods Usable In Connection With 
Dispensing Flexible Sheet Material From A Roll," filed August 5, 2002 (Attorney 
Docket No. 000242.00135). 

Serial No. 10/211 ,334 entitled "Apparatus and Methods Usable In Connection With 
Dispensing Flexible Sheet Material From A Roll," filed August 5, 2002 (Attorney 
Docket No. 000242.00136); 

Serial No. 10/21 1,333 entitled "Apparatus and Methods Usable In Connection With 
Dispensing Flexible Sheet Material From A Roll," filed August 5, 2002 (Attorney 
Docket No. 000242.00137); and 

Serial No. 10/211,301 entitled "Apparatus and Methods Usable In Connection With 
Dispensing Flexible Sheet Material From A Roll," filed August 5, 2002 (Attorney 
Docket No. 000242.00138). 

The above divisional applications are substantively identical to each other and the present parent 

application, except for the claims. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a), a copy of the claims of each of the 

above applications is enclosed. 

Without waiver of confidentiality, the attention of the USPTO is also directed to the 

following co-pending commonly assigned applications, which are directed to related subject matter: 

Serial No. 09/435,718 entitled "Web Transfer Mechanism For Flexible Sheet 
Dispenser," filed November 8, 1999 (Attorney Docket No.: 000242.81029). 

Serial No. 09/604,811 entitled "Paper Towel Dispenser With Powered Transfer 
Mechanism," filed June 28, 2000 (Attorney Docket No.: 000242.81271) (allowed 
July 25, 2002). 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a), a copy of the specification, including the claims, and drawings for 
each of the above two applications is included herewith. Also, a set of the claims as allowed in listed 
application Serial No. 09/604,81 1 is enclosed. 
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Serial Number? 10/092,350 



Attorney Docket No.: 000242.00105 



No fee is believed to be necessary, as this IDS is being filed prior to the mailing of a first 
Office Action on the merits. However, in the event a fee is required, the Commissioner is authorized 
to charge the fee to our deposit account number 19-0733. * 



BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
1001 G Street, N.W., 11 th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
(202)508-9100 

Date: October 9, 2002 



C:\NrPortbl\lMAN_WDC\BSAMUELS\47l024_l.DOC 




Registration No. 32,384 



I 



3 



o 



o 



#7 




i »> _ PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 

[T| Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



Fi&ase type a plus sign (+) in>ide this box 



TRANSMITTAL 



l o be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 



Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



1216 Attorney Docket Number 000242.00105 



10/092,350 



March 7, 2002 



John S. Formon 



3653 



TBA 



HI Fee Transmittal Form 

|~l Fee Attached 
n Amendment / Response 

□ After Final 

I I Affidavits/declaration(s) 
I I Extension of Time Request 

n Express Abandonment Request 

[X] Information Disclosure Statement 

|~1 Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

l~l Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

I I Response to Missing 
Parts under 37 CFR 
1.52 or 1.53 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



I I Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing(s) 

I I Licensing-related Papers 

□ Petition Routing Slip (PTO/SB/69) 
and Accompanying Petition 

I I Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

I I Power of Attorney, Revocation 

Change of Correspondence Address 

I I Terminal Disclaimer 
I I Request for Refund 

□ CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



I I After Allowance Communication to 
Group 

I I Appeal Communication to Board of 
Appeals and Interferences 

I I Appeal Communication to Group 
[Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

I I Proprietary Information 
□ Status Letter 

^ Other Enclosure(s) 
(please identify below); 

PTO/SB/08A 

o Copy of claims from each co- 
divisional application 



Ecav, 

OCT! 0 



3600 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this date: 



Typed or printed name 



Signature 



Date 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be send to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 
3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of 
the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the 
document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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